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Client application communicates storage/ 
retrieval access request to storage controller 

software which passes request to storage 
manager software 



SMS verifies that storage device is available 
that can be switched 



Upon identifying device, SMS directs DMS 
controlling device to go into deactivated state 



Once first DMS is deactivated, SMS directs 
second DMS to go into activated state 



SMS updates storage management DB to 
reflect changes 



Mount is performed by second DMS 



Second DMS stores access path in its 
storage controller DB 



Access path returned by second DMS to SMS 

and stored in storage management DB 



SMS returns access path to client application 



Client application initiates storage or retrieval 
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Fig. 4 



